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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER 



DECORATIVE NOTES. 



THE YORK CARD AND PAPER COMPANY'S NEW WALL 
PAPERS. 



AMERICAN Nottingham curtains have almost completely 
driven the medium and lower grades of English goods 
out of the market. Singularly enough, one of the 
smallest of the domestic mills is equipped for the production 
of the highest class of goods, working up to twenty points. 
It is now engaged in making imitations of costly Brussels fab- 
rics, reproducing a curtain which would retail at $60 for about 
$7.50. So perfect is the imitation that when seen across an 
ordinary street no one but an expert could detect the differ- 
ence. This is how machinery enriches life. 
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Fig. 4. A Louis XVI. Design. By Watson, Foster & Co. 

There is a sort of intermediary grade in cut glass which 
satisfies many who are deluded into believing they have pur- 
chased a bargain. The fact is it is much cheaper than 
genuine cut glass. But then it is a poor substitute for the 
real article — too poor in quality and cheap in price for good 
ware, and too expensive for common goods. It really has no 
commercial value, and those who buy it for a good quality 
are deceived and display their ignorance. A truly handsome 
piece of cut glass always has a value of its own, that 
increases as years roll by. 




f HE receipt of a brilliantly embel- 
lished catalogue, published by The 
York Card and Paper Company, of 
York, Pa., containing numerous ex- 
amples of colors and modern interiors 
decorated with the wall paper pro- 
ductions of the firm, led us to make 
a special investigation of the ' many 
wonderful fine designs produced by 
this enterprising firm 1 for the present 
season's trade. The particular de- 
signs published in the catalogue struck 
us as a new phase of inventive beauty, 
and we were not long in discovering 
that the trade had to deal with an 
alert, aggressive producer of wall-papers, which for richness 
of composition and beauty of coloring are the equal of any- 
thing that has been produced by the older firms. The prod- 
ucts as a whole, fortheir exceptional artistic vigor and beauty, 
place the firm in the front rank of modern decorators. 

We are certainly living in an age in which domestic art of 
every kind is undergoing a magnificent Renaissance, and a 
it was discovered centuries ago that it enriched Europe to 
give beauty its rightful place in its manufactured products, 
so to-day it is being rediscovered that to join beauty to utility 
in the productions of our western republic is the surest road 
to fortune as well as mental delight. 

The firm whose productions are under consideration al- 
ready possesses a well-established reputation as a leading ex- 
ponent of the paper-stainer's art. They have this year added 
to their most extensive and satisfactory exhibit a complete 
line of Specials, which, for originality of composition, delicacy 
of color treatment, and artistic skill in manipulation, is a 
vast improvement on all of the firm's former productions. 



To enumerate the great variety of patterns manufactured 
in this line would be an endless task, and we must therefore 
content ourselves with mentioning a few of the more note- 
worthy examples in proof of the high quality of the line in 
its entirety. These goods are twenty-two inches wide, and 
the combinations of wall, frieze and ceiling include a valuable 
innovation in the line, in the shape of one and two-band bor- 
ders which in many cases is calculated to fill what has long been 
an aching void in the trade. When it is considered that the 
majority of modern rooms are not much over nine feet in 
height, and that the casing of windows and doors reaches to 
within a few inches of the ceiling, it will be admitted that the 
use of wide borders is prohibited by the ignorance, or care- 
lessness, or parsimony of owners and architects. There is a 
beautiful reproduction of an Adams design that struck us as 
being a model of successful manipulation in producing a 
subtle beauty in this attractive style. There is a one and two- 
inch band-blended border in the composition, and the example 
in Boston yellow is a winsome effect. The lace stripe for 
parlor decoration produced in heliotrope and silver will give 
joy to many a feminine heart. Other patterns exhibit delicate 
silk and satin stripes, the lace-embossing being very effective. 

One of the masterpieces of the line is The American 
Beauty Rose, with crown frieze and frescoed ceiling decora- 
tion, of which we give an illustration. As it will be seen, the 
rose, which is naturalistic in treatment, is arranged in stripes 
alternating with a large conventional stripe of ribbon and 
scroll, the crown frieze weaves two together at the top, and 
the ceiling introduces a novel feature in wall paper decora- 
tion in the form of a wreath, leaving the central outside mar- 
gin plain-tinted paper of the color of the side-wall ground. 
The ceiling can be varied by introducing another tone in- 
side the wreath for the entire centre of the ceiling, as, for in- 
stance, a very delicate shade of green and pink, this giving 
the ceiling a very decorative effect. 

The English Poppy design is a bold and brilliant produc- 
tion, and will certainly enrich an apartment to an extraordi- 
nary degree. The frieze brings the decoration to an ad- 
mirable finish, and this appreciated method of decoration, 
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allied to the harmonious ceiling composition, will serve as an 
excellent model for papers that are designed for the decoration 
of reception-rooms, parlors or dining-rooms. 

Another dashing composition characteristic of the artistic 
energy of the firm is the pattern known as the May-Pole Dance, 
of which we also give an illustration. The frieze, upon ex- 
amination, exhibits symbolic wild geranium, the crocus 
representing dancing boys and girls winding maiden-hair 
fern around a May- pole. The band below represents the 
pansy blowing the trumpet flower while the bandmaster 
with his baton leads the music. The side-wall finds the 
dancers gathered into a dainty basket, and the pole wound 
with minute vines, as though the dance were over. The ceil- 
ing is another of their original fresco effects, consisting of a 
wreath with plain tinted filling. The whole combination con- 
tains many colors and is suited to any room of delicate fur- 
nishing. 

For dining-rooms there is a single-color pattern printed in 
blue and white which will form an admirable decoration for 
a Dutch dining-room. The design is a conventional Iris, which 
agreebly covers the wall space, and the frieze is a charming 
amplification of the wall motive alternating with smaller sten- 
cilings in the same color. This fine dining-room pattern is 
produced in other popular colors, red, Empire green and 
Colonial yellow, and some beautiful eff ectsfrom Walter Crane. 

The wants of the staircase hall have not been overlooked 
by our manufacturers in the graceful pattern known as the 
Winged^ Thyrsus. This thyrsus is a classic emblem, which 
consists of a fir-cone, the emblem of fire, which is placed on 
a stick or spear-head, and adorned with a fillet of ribbons. It 
was carried by the priests and chorus when celebrating the 
festivals of Dionysius, the Greek Bacchus, and is known as 
the wand of Bacchus. The pine-tree was sacred to Dionysius 
in consequence of its supplying the turpentine to make the 
torches. The wings which adorn the emblem in the wall 
paper are borrowed from the wand of Mercury, the messenger 
of the gods. This pattern makes a very chaste and elegant back- 
ground for pictures, whilst eminently satisfying as a decoration 
in itself. It is produced in the rich old yellows, greens and 
reds, and Empire colors are also in quaint leather effects, and 
is one that is sure to meet with favor wherever shown. Speak- 
ing of Empire colors reminds us that the line is extremely 
rich in Empire patterns,. not only in the purest style, but also 
in many adaptations of same, each of which, in itself, is a 
very beautiful phase of decoration. 

In the line of heraldic patterns the Mosaic Heraldic design 
has been specially designed for hallways, staircases, lobbies 
and entrances, and will prove extremely harmoniousin combi- 
nation with marble and onyx, and the delicate colorings now 
used in woodwork. The subject is a rampant lion painted at 
regular intervals upon the mosaic field, and the frieze is an 
alternation of torches with wreaths encircling a shield also 
bearing a lion. Another heraldic design is a stenciling of a 
shield with a rampant lion on a ground powered with minute 
stenciling. The frieze agreeably suggests a draped fabric on 
which appears the shield and the helmet of the side wall. This 
paper comes in rare old leather and tapestry effects, and is in 
keeping with old armor, and the woodwork, carving, old brass 
and other accessories of halls, libraries and billiard-rooms. 

For libraries, there is a fine diagonal stripe like the stem 
of a running vine with nondescript floral figures. It is a pat- 
tern that tends to carry the eye upwards and will give height 
to a low room. The frieze which accompanies this fine mo- 
tive is a perfect jungle of floral forms. It is a fine decoration 
for libraries, dining-rooms, halls, etc., and is after the Aubrey 
Beard sley style. 

A sumptuous filling is with border to match a brocade pat- 
tern in the Venetian Gothic style, which proves that a grace- 
ful mediaeval idea has been reconquered by modern enter- 
prise to decorate interiors in a much more accessible material 
than the ancient fabric. One of the finest designs for bed- 
rooms is a lilac and sweet-pea combination, with fresco ceil- 
ing effects. We must here pause to remind the reader that 
the ceiling treatment referred to consists of a corner decora- 
tion with an extension forming a fresco panel on the ceiling, 
the centre of which is filled with blank paper in the tint used 
for the wall, the combination as a whole producing a real- 
istic fresco effect which is certainly a revival of the ancient 
feeling for graceful and elegant ornament. 
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"Maypole Dance" Wall Paper. By the York Card and Paper Co. 
The Combination consists of Side Wall, Frieze, Ceiling Decoration and Extension. 

One of the wonders of the wall-paper art is that prized 
combination of paper, color, mica and embossing that rep- 
resents moire or gros-grain silk effects, which are not to be 
distinguished by the eye from the real fabric. The plain moire 
silks in yellow, red, green and chocolate are extremely grati- 
fying by reason "of the artistic and mechanical excellence 
that produce such happy effects. In some of these goods 
brocade patterns are produced with the same ease as the 
plainer goods, exhibiting the finest lustre. In other cases 
brocade patterns are produced upon a ground of plain buck- 
ram, very realistic and allied to. tones of color that are charm- 
ing in the highest degree. There is an Empire pattern in 
gold on a buckram surface that possesses a profound classic 
sentiment. 

We have not yet mentioned one-half of the striking novelties 
amongst the Specials produced by this enterprising firm, and 
are wondering just how we will find space to describe the 
remainder of the original and striking decorations created 
for the glorification of domestic and social life. 
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There is a panel combination in which the field of the panel 
is one with a minute stenciling in gold representing the 
cyclamen, with a fine gold border to harmonize. There is a 
set figure which consists of a floral emblem in the Chinese 
style that is quaint and effective ; the Cosmos flower pat- 
tern, with ground frieze blending into the ceiling, produced in 
soft pinks and cream and other combinations of' delicate color- 
ing. The collection includes some rare old tapestry and 
leather papers and a variety of stripes in Dresden, moire and 
lace effects, and a beautiful assortment of the old Dutch or 
Delft blue, and denim goods in stenciled patterns in the ever- 
popular Empire and Colonial styles. There is a line of heavy 
twenty-seven-ounce special felt papers, both stained and plain, 
and the line of vanished tiles made by the English method 
which will not crack and are of superior merit. There is a 
special Mosaic tile pattern that is simply grand in its repro- 
duction of the sentiment of polished stone, suitable for hall- 
ways and bath-rooms. 











GENERAL SELLING PAPERS. 

The line of general selling goods has been increased and 
strengthened with a great variety of new patterns. There is 
a large collection of blanks, glimmers, bronzes, embossed 
goods and leathers of all grades, and in fact all the popular 
grades of goods are manufactured by the firm. 

Their factory, one of the largest and most complete for the 
manufacture of wall-papers of any in this country, contains 
seventeen printing machines, with an easy capacity of 15,0000- 
000 rolls per annum, which enables the firm to fill orders 
promptly, and is supplied with the very latest devices in ma- 
chinery to accomplish the best workmanship, assisted by a 
superior corps of colorists and designers who have done some 
of the best work in this country and abroad. 

The firm has lately opened a large warehouse at No. 39 
Bond Street, New York, for the accommodation of wholesale 
and retail dealers, where a large stock of both special and 
general goods will be carried at all times for the convenience 
of the near-by trade. The principal office of the concern is 
at the factory in York, Pa, 

The York Card and Paper Company started running their 
factory last Monday, and will run the factory night and day 
during the season, with two different sets of employes. This 
firm was not known three years ago, and yet to-day it has 
the largest capacity of any one house in the country. 

The officers of the company are men of the highest stand- 
ing, both financially and socially, in their community. Mr. 
W. F. Bay Stewart, the president, is one of the leading citi- 
zens of York, Pa., and has lately been nominated for judge. 
He is also at the head of York's leading law firm, and Presi- 
dent of the Security Title and Trust Co., of that city. Mr. M. 
B. Gibson, the vice-president, is superintendent of the Weaver 
Organ Co., of York. Mr. John McCoy, the secretary and 
superintendent, has spent a lifetime in the business of manu- 
facturing wall-papers, and is a man of nerve and enterprise. 
Mr. J. M. Smyser, the treasurer, is President of the York 
Trust Company, another leading bank of that city. 

The New York office, warehouse and salesrooms are under 
the direction of Mr. J. S. Cor)', Manager, Mr. Thos. A. Pry or 
being Associate Manager. Both of these gentlemen possess a 
large acquaintance with the trade and handle a large corps 
of salesmen, and are men of aggressive energy. 

We invite attention to the New York Card and Paper 
Company's advertisement on page 237, which mentions in 
detail all the various grades of goods manufactured, and the 
cut of the factory shows the importance of the company's 
plant for manufacturing wall-paper. 



' American Beauty Rose " Design. By the York Card and 'Paper Co. 

The Combination consists of Side Wall, Crown Frieze, Ceiling Decoration 

and Extension. 



THE LONG ISLAND WALL PAPER COMPANY'S NEW 
PRODUCTS. 

O KEEP pace with the rapid develop- 
ment of American wall-paper trade in 
artistic merit demands continual im- 
provement in the productions of every 
manufacturer who aspires to maintain 
his position in the forward march of ad- 
vancement. The ambitious manufac- 
turer must each recurring season outdo 
all previous efforts — must, in fact, execute 
an artistic crescendo, a continual Ren- 
aissance of art, illuminated with richer 
and more intricate transformations of 
form and color. The Long Island Wall Paper Co. is a firm 
of this stamp, whose productions for the season of 1895 will 
give the firm an entirely new standing in the trade, and a 
reputation for artistic work that will be second to none among 
the producers of high-class wall papers. 

This company manufactures a very large line of bronzes, 
plain and embossed, scintillares, glimmers, silks, leathers, 
flats, plain and decorated ingrains, varnished tiles, etc. The 
designs throughout will compare favorably with the best 
wall-paper designs of European or American production, and 
the colorings are so superb that it is almost an impossible 
task to indicate by language the extreme beauty of their 
tints. Some of the color conceptions remind one of the mag- 
ical colorings in transformation scenes, each having the lustre 




